CIA/ Oswald Itexicaa intcrcepts/Post* s yrd-day coverage W 11/28/76 

Busied inside the Hctro section is the brief attacked (in Post file) story that 


is at- ovcu losrj o' • _ -„?cr Ci: the hilliys t^ctiEiouy that i-ias on radio news last 

night. About tidai^it HZS WAVA’s aceouat !u.d Filllips voiev ex ir. l-fi th. e; ... ittee 
room. said what one would expect, , 

ox no cons-squsEce , aim refused to ^ f f dm* o ~w l\/f w 

gay what he- had testified to on M ” ^ 

the spurious claia that he knew for , _ i r , * , 

, . , _ word, , , . Investigators for the House Select questing free pass; 
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clear violation of law in the sens© of ’ Mexico yesterday to interview a Cen- 

a specific law. There is none, of . tra ^ Intelligence Agency translator 
m . . , , , , and a typist who prepared a transcript 

course, xhxs XS no mors tnaa OXIO vher of a telephone call made by Lee Har- 

dcvice for building the storv, for vey Oswald to Hie Soviet embassy in 

creating wore interest in th© follow iug Mexico «*. ****** bef ° re the 
Ot spoor. As tnc stortt s$OWS tre The action followed four hours of 

Conrittee has already sent iavestigsA i closed-session testimony given yester- 

-;- n J x - > T«+»-mrt~w xt,- X_ i day to the committee’s unit investigat- 

LOX. -o^txxCO to xntervx^v bfa* ting the Nov, 22, 1963, Kennedy assas- 

laoor and. a typist* \,Lorg assxgnu'Kits? ) | sination. The testimony was given by 
(i suppose what no story indicator David A - Phillips, a retired CIA offi- 


Investigafors for the House Select 
i Committee on Assassinations flew to 


questing free passage ; to Russia 
A transcript of this conversation giver 
to the CIA contained no such ex 
change or intimations. 

There is no evidence Oswald’s offei 
of information was accepted by tin 
Soviets. 

. The Post also reported that Phillips 
the translator, and the typist said Os 
wald identified himself. The CIA ha: 
claimed agency officials were no' 
aware of the Oswald call in questior 
or other calls at the time because the; 
did not know who had made them. 

It was learned that Phillips, wh 


. x_, ~ . Oowoi/i ir cer, who saw a transcript of the con- head's a CIA defense group formed by 

. , r it ’ : k,W * aa B * 06 " Ku V“ i venation before the assassination. , retired intelligence officers, was re 

Sian. Without this why s. translator?; The Washington Post reported Fri- minded by the CIA Friday of the se- 
That thi: COixiittee would have to ' ; day that Phillips, the translator, and a crecy oath he was required to sign 
t-P ob xv, rt „x .... , i typist each said Oswald was offering when he joined the agency- Sfewevei 

*■' ° k? ‘ vil -i watab to give the Soviets information and re- it is understood he testified anyway 

lisked aay of th® basic facts of the ■■ ,f •*" - ■ 

case was inevitable. Once the story was out it would have b: er3 ticisvd for not followia- 

it up. When it is hardly best pronared to. This mssuas that what would have cons out at 
sons point and is a serious reflection on the CIA will be looked into when the possibi- 
lities of developing the entire story are poorest* It presages a duplication fcf’ths 
Sehweiker runaround, 

I think these developments completely validate my jirgeat recoioiasudatioa that the very 
first thing the cosi'.dttee do, without my investigation of having its staff in nor® than 
tlic most skeletal fom, be the taking of the most basic testimony about the houicide it- 
self, This, also agreed to by Sprague, has not been done. And in both -reas the comittc© 
is hard-ruHaing on the periphsrla before it can organize and coaaeace serious work. 

Thu point iu uy yesterday noriiing 1 s letter to Bush about Phillips * oath seers to have 
been well uanesi and wxthxn tne coasciouneso of the CxA, which, this story says '^reminded 11 
xj a ill x ps of tuat opxIi. Tnc used nca;i no nox-r than that the CIA is going through the motions 
o± jstg tending detachment, xf xt prosecutes tnore will be meaning, he did violate what it 
classifies as national— security precautions and needs. 

if cor; ..si on the Post's downplay of the first-page scoop it broke can vary with 
belief, even bw attributed to different Su^-y editors (iron weekday), by u.orns.1 standards 
most papers would be touting tksaxselves in having beaten Congressional investigators to 
a story end boasting tc th. ir readers that this is how well the yr.pt'r serves them, ra.d 

a half column inches to report this, Phillips’ testimony, i#e CIA's alleged warning to’ 


him and til- oxpodition of the Congressional iavsstigators is 


bio, especially when 


compared with, the stock stuff in the largo Sunday edition so little of which, however, is 
liard news* Putting national news in the iletro section is a further downplay. Atypical, 

One could postulate that something worthy of nows attention would be fed to get the 
eonrittee on the wrosgtrack* A puff story could not do this. 


•t can a thorough and successful 


Investigation show? Lore of what ic now ho-Lum, 


that the agencies did loss well than they could and should •have. lothing about the crime. 
Kore of the ir.consequeutid Sclxweiker, ncrc of the supposed defense of the Connission. 

Thxs could no u oc ignored with Oswald the solo official nominee for assassin, a-s it could 
no u unaor any circuias temess because xf he was not the assassin he was a natsy. At best it 
duplicates the lesxxny of zuc non— story of the- Hocty letter and his destruction of it. Tills 
is not new. - L t has been reported* There will now be no basic for prosecuting anyone who 
clonus lx L gIo or no clear rccolxocixcn , no Dnsis for doing anytiiing if there is the almost 
certain disagreement on details as in th.® Eosty case, and who now cares is Heins and his 
no longer iu honchos were bad, bad boys? It neons nothing but can help the corrittoe’s life* 



